Quarterly Review of International Relations
October-December 2015

Chiara d’Auria
October 1st:
In Syria, Russian jets hit by mistake some fighters of the Free Syrian Army, a group trained and equipped by the CIA, while they were engaged in anti-ISIS military operations, generating tension between Washington and Moscow.

October 2nd:

At the United Nations, France, Germany, United Kingdom, Qatar, Saudi Arabia, Turkey and United States ask Russia to concentrate its aerial raids in Syria focusing only against ISIS objectives.
October 3rd:

 In Afghanistan, United States bombs the city of Kunduz, under Taliban control and theater of clashes with governmental forces. The bombing destroys an hospital of the association Médécins sans Frontières.
October 4th:

In the Old City of Jerusalem tension grows because of a series of terrorist attacks, so that the authorities of public security restrict the access to the place.   
October 5th:

In Atlanta negotiators between USA and other 11 countries of Pacific area reach an agreement for the creation of a free trade area, Trans-Pacific Partnership (TPP), signed after 8 years of negotiations.   
October 6th:
Secretary general of NATO Jens Stoltenberg ask Russia to avoid violations of Turkish aerial space during aerial raids against ISIS, such as the one occurred between October 3rd and October 4th.
October 7th:
At plenary meeting of the Europarliament in Strasbourg, German chancellor Angela Merkel declares that the text of Dublin’s Agreements is by now inadequate, engaging to elaborate a new procedure. 
October 8th:
The perpetuation of Turkish aerial space’s violation by Russian military jets engaged in anti-ISIS operations in Syria induces the Secretary general of NATO Jens Stoltenberg to direct a further appeal to Moscow, adding that, in case of necessity, NATO presence in Turkey will be strengthened. UK declares the sending of an hundred of soldiers to the Baltic Countries to reassure them.

October 9th:

The agreement between the delegations of Tobruk’s and Tripoli’s Governments for a Government of National Unity in Libya is reached but is subjected to the approval of the two parts.  
October 10th:
Missing three weeks to the crucial political elections in Turkey, two explosions hit some participants to a protest for the end of the conflict with the Kurdish PKK, provoking 128 victims. PKK claims both the attempts.
October 11th:
In Anbar, Iraq, the Iraqi army hits the convoy of ISIS leader’s, caliph Abu Bakr al Baghdadi, going to a meeting of the organization.
October 12th:
In Jerusalem since September 13tth tirelessly continue armed confrontations between Israeli police authorities and Palestinians. Tension is further grown because of Israeli Government’s decision to block, starting from September 18th, the access to the Temple Mount to men under 40 years of age, to avoid further clashes.
October 13th:
Ends in a stalemate the evening session of Tobruk’s parliament in Libya, focused on the proposal of a unitary Government presented by the UN special envoy Bernardino León. 
October 14th:
Following the Israeli Government’s decision to deploy the army to face clashes between Israeli police and Palestinians in Jerusalem, US secretary of State John Kerry proposes a meeting in Amman between Israeli premier Benjamin Netanyahu and the Palestinian one Abu Mazen.
October 1515:
As announced by the White House the president of United States Barack Obama decides that 5.500 American soldiers will stay in Afghanistan after 2016. 
October 16th:
At the end of European Council in Brussels the president of European Commission Jean-Claude Junker declares that the Governments of the member States have promised that they will respect the commitment taken during the extraordinary summit in September 2015 for the creation of a trust fund of aids for Africa and Syria; the president of Council Donald Tusk upholds that the EU’s action plan with Turkey is an important step to face the migrants’ crisis. 
October 17th:
From China, where he is in official visit, Russian vice minister of Defense Anatoly Antonov declares that Russia time ago has proposed a stronger cooperation with United States on the Syrian question but that, according to the Kremlin, Washington is not yet ready for this collaboration.
October 18th:

A memorandum of the president of United Stares Barack Obama, disclosed by the White House and sent to three ministers (secretary of State, Treasury, Trade and Energy), asks to set the revocation of sanctions against Iran in the context of the agreements on nuclear, but not before having checked on Teheran’s respect of the agreement.
October 19th:
On the migrants’ issue, Croatia opens the Serbian border and thousands of refugees cross it. Belgrade’s Government had launched an alarm for the increasingly precarious situation of thousands of migrants blocked to the border under the rain and at cold because the slowdown of the hospitality operations made by Austria and Slovenia.   

October 20th:
Israeli army arrests in Ramallah the Hamas leader in West Bank, sheik Hassan Yusef.
Migrants’ system relocation in the European Union risks to jam. With the last arrivals in Italy of an hundred of refugees are exhausted the last places available, up to now, by the member States.
There are only six countries that have been available to welcome migrants and only by limited quotes.
October 21st:

Russian president Vladimir Putin meets in Moscow Syrian leader Bashar al-Assad to discuss the situation in Syria. Assad expresses gratitude to Russia for the received aid against ISIS.
October 22nd:
According to the director of UN Agency for Human Rights Zeid Raad al-Hussein, in the Czech Republic there are non-isolated human rights violations, but systematic ones, to the damages of migrants: under accuse is the practice adopted by Prague’s Government to keep migrants and refugees until 90 days. 
October 23rd:
The president of Portugal Anibal Cavaco instructs the outgoing premier of the centre-right coalition Pedro Passos Coelho, winner of political elections held in October 4th but without absolute majority, to form a new Government. 
October 24th:
According to Russian Foreign Affairs minister Serghiei Lavrov, Moscow will keep supporting the Syrian Free Army with aerial raids against ISIS in Syria. In the meantime, the Caliphate continues in public executions in Libya. Three men, two Libyans and a Chad, are executed with the accuse of abandoning the terroristic group.
October 25th:
American secretary of State John Kerry announces the subscription of an agreement between Jordan and Israel to reduce tensions grown up in Al Aqsa Mosque, in Jerusalem. With this agreement Israelis accept the installation of security cameras, working 24h a day, to demonstrate that Israel is not changing the status quo of the holy place and is not carrying out punitive measures against mosques. Palestinian Foreign Affairs’ minister Riyad al-Maliki and Hamas declare to be contrary to the Israeli-Jordanian agreement.    

October 26th:
After a strained start of the talking with Croatia, Slovenia, Hungary and Bulgaria and with a strong pessimism on the possibility to get to an outcome, the president of EU Commission Jean-Claude Junker is able to snatch in extremis an agreement of 17 points, immediately operating, based on the registration of migrants (which otherwise will not enjoy the right of asylum in the Union) and the creation of one hundred thousand places of welcome, of which 50 thousands are in Greece and other 50 thousands in the Balkan Countries.
October 27th:
United States consider the possibility to move their troops to the first line in Iraq and in Syria. According to the «Washington Post», the senior advisors of American national security would have increased their pressure on the White House for a more decisive intervention, because of the lack of progress in the war against ISIS in Syria and Iraq.  
October 28th:
According to the declarations of the American secretary of Defense Ashton Carter, United States are ready to face ISIS with “direct actions on the ground” in Iraq and Syria through the sending of Apache helicopters. 
October 29th:
Iran accepts Washington’s invitation to take part to the meeting on Syria’s future in Vienna, to which also Egypt will take part. In Beijing, at the end of the fifth plenary meeting of the Central committee of the Chinese Communist Party, is adopted the decision to abolish the “one child policy”, introduced in the 1970s, which obliged Chinese population to the procreation of only one child for every family. 
October 30th:
With the presence, for the first time, of Iran near its historical enemy, Saudi Arabia, in Vienna is held the international meeting on Syria which ends with a positive outcome. The 17 participants, including UN and EU, agree on 9 principles and purposes for a political process able to bring peace in Syria.  
October 31st:
Tobruk’s Government blames the violation of its territorial waters by three Italian warships seen along Bengasi’s costs, in Daryana (only 55 km far away the city). The event is strongly denied by the Italian Government.
November 1st:
In Turkey at the political election Akp, the party of the president Erdogan, gets 50% of votes, with a very high turnout: over 87% on 54 millions of Turkish able to vote. In the country, however, occur clashes between policy and Kurdish protesters.  
November 2nd:
According to an interview to the Japanese broadcaster Nhk, Iranian Atomic Agency’s Chief Ali Akbar Salehi declares that Iran starts to join the nuclear deal, starting the reduction of the number of centrifuges for the enrichment of uranium. Salehi says there will be necessary 60-70 days for Iran to entirely satisfy the agreement’s terms. 
November 3rd:
In the Sinai peninsula, where lay the rests of a Russian aircraft fallen and disintegrated during his flight on October 31st,, are found some elements which result extraneous to the vehicle’s structure, and some Pentagon’s officials declare that an American infrared satellite, at the moment of the disaster, would   have been recording an anomalous flash of light. This elements induce the Kremlin to consider the hypothesis of a terrorist attack on board, together with the one of a structural failure of the aircraft.
November 4th:
The Chinese president Xi Jinping and the Taiwanese Ma Ying-jeou announce a bilateral meeting on November 7th in Singapore. It is the first dialogue between the leaders of the two countries since 1949.  
November 5th:
NATO’s secretary general Jens Stoltenberg, during a press conference held in Portugal for the second day of military exercises Trident Juncture (the most important made by the Organization since 2000), declares that NATO wants to strengthen her presence against ISIS to avoid that Russia could create exclusive control zones in the Baltic Sea, Black Sea and East Mediterranean. 
November 6th:
Knives’ Intifada continues in the Middle East: during clashes between Israeli police and Palestinians in West Bank an Israeli citizen is seriously injured in Ramallah.
During a blitz Turkish antiterrorism forces arrest 20 suspects affiliated to ISIS in the Southern province of Antalya, where on November 13th will be held the G20 Summit.
November 7th:
During their historical meeting in Singapore, Chinese president Xi Jinping and the Taiwanese Ma Ying-jeou friendly match to improve the relations between their two countries where the citizens, according to what declared by Xi, belong to a sole family.
November 8th:
At the political elections in Burma, the first ones freely leaded after 25 years, the favorite party is the one of the main representative of Government’s opposition to the president Thein Sein: the former Nobel for Peace Aung San Suu Kyi.
November 9th:

After the meeting with Israeli premier Benjamin Netanyahu, the president of United States Barack Obama announces the negotiations’ start between the White House and Tel Aviv for new ten-years-long military aids to Israel, whose security is prior for Washington. Russia and Iran sign an agreement for the supply of S-300 anti-missile systems to Teheran’s army, according to Serghiei Cemezov, general director of Russian State holding Rostec.

November 10th:

British prime minister David Cameron sends a letter to the president of European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker and to the one of EU Council Donald Tusk proposing reforms for a more flexible relation between UK and the Union, in view of the referendum of the so called “Brexit” in 2017.
November 11th:
Burma’s president Thein Sein sends a message to op position party, National League for Democracy (Nld) leaded by Aung San Suu Kyi, promising a pacific transition to power after Nld’s victory at the elections on November 8th. 
European Commission approves the so called interpretative note to the guide lines, published on April 2013, for labeling foods products coming from Israel occupied territories, which has been urged by 16 Union’s Governments, Italy included. This disposition provokes the reaction of Israeli premier Benjamin Netanyahu, according to whom EU’s decision would be applied only to Israel in the face of more than 200 conflicts in the world.  
November 12th:
In Valletta, Malta, EU’s leaders sign an agreement for Africa’s trust fund which provides a 1,8 billion financing. To these funds are added 78,2 millions of euros, financed by 25 member States plus two partner countries (Norway and Switzerland).

November 13th:

According to high American officials cited by «The Washington Post» and by the American broadcaster Cnn, ISIS hangman Jihadi John (real name Mohammed Emwazi) could have been killed by an American  drone during a raid in the Syrian city of Raqqa.  
In the night Paris is damaged by several terrorist attacks, simultaneously realized in different places of the city by ISIS’s commandos, some of which, after their slaughters on civilians, blow themselves up with kamikaze dynamite belts. The toll is 130 dead and more than 350 injured persons.

November 14th:
The world reacts ex pressing solidarity to France; the majority of States (except some States of Persian Gulf) declare to engage themselves in the fight to international terrorism, and they blame the events of Paris. In France, Italy and the United Kingdom a state of maximum alert is followed. France declares closed its borders, both in entry and in exit, in order to prevent some terrorists from leaving the country, and to impede new terrorist attacks.

November 15th:

 During the G20 summit in Atlanta, Turkey, a meeting a latere takes place between the American president Barack Obama and the Russian president Vladimir Putin to discuss the question of international security from terrorism. French aerial raids on Raqqa, Syria, continue; according to French military sources, they hit the main military objectives of ISIS.
November 16th:
The political activists of internet called “Anonymous” send a message to the main media on line, declaring war to ISIS programmers, sites, social networks and informatics codes.

In Europe continues the hunt to terrorists and to suspected helpers of the massacres of November 13th in Paris.

November 17th:

France announces new raids on Raqqa, Syria, while the Russian president Vladimir Putin declares the start of a coordination with Paris for a military and naval action. Moscow, besides, confirms that the incident to the Russian airbus in Sinai skies of October 31st was caused by a terrorist act, as traces of foreign explosive were found in the debris of the aircraft. 
The American president Barack Obama arrives in the Philippines for a tour of official visits in Asia, in order to strengthen relations with the countries of the area and to encourage a regional commercial agreement between these countries and the USA.
November 18th:

The president of the European Commission Jean-Claude Juncker declares that France must face serious acts of terrorism and therefore, heavy supplementary expenses not to be calculated as ordinary expenses vis-à-vis the Stability Pact. Junker adds that this principle is also valid for other member States engaged in the fight against terrorism.
November 19th:
The “knives intifada” continues in Cisjordan, and the Israeli premier Benjamin Netanyahu declares that whoever condemns the terrorist attacks in France, must condemn also those in Israel, as a product of the same criminal matrix.
November 20th:

 A jihadist attack takes place in Bamako, Mali, in the hotel Radisson Blue, at the beginning near the rooms used by the flight crew of Air France: a commando of a dozen of terrorists of jihadist group Al Mourabitou, equipped with firearms, takes as hostages about 170 persons, letting free those who show a knowledge of the Koran.
The Security Council of the UN authorizes member States to undertake any action to fight terrorism.
November 21st:

In Cameroon, in a village near the Nigerian border, a kamikaze attack takes place; it is presumed to stem from the Islamic terrorist organization Boko Haram. The victims are 10.

November 22nd:

The president of the United States Barack Obama leaves Malaysia after taking part to the tenth summit with ASEAN countries and to the ASEAN Business and Investment Summit 2015 in Kuala Lumpur. During these meetings, the parts declare fight against Islamic terrorism and Obama adds that it will be inevitable that Syrian president Bashar al-Assad will leave power.  
November 23rd:
In Paris is held a summit between French president François Hollande and British premier David Cameron who agree to strengthen the cooperation between their two Countries against terrorism. Cameron declares that he will try to obtain British parliament’s approval to let UK take part to aerial raids in Syria.    

November 24th:
Russia would have been sending ground troops in Syria to support Bashar al-Assad, according to Israeli daily «Jerusalem Post», which cites an article appeared on Kuwaiti daily «Al-Rai». A Russian jet borders Syrian skies and is shot down by Turkish fighter aircrafts, provoking tension between Moscow and Ankara. 
November 25th:
On social network Twitter, ISIS claims attack of November 24th in Tunisia to a bus with presidential guard agents on. The kamikaze’s name is Abou Abdallah Tounsi.
November 26th:
Continues diplomatic offensive of French president François Hollande to find anti-ISIS partners, meeting at the Élysée Palace Italian prime minister Matteo Renzi and after in Moscow he is received by Russian premier Vladimir Putin, who declares to be ready to cooperate with France.

November 27th: 
According to Dmitri Peskov, Russian president Vladimir Putin’s spokesman, regarding UN Climate Conference held in Paris, Turkish president Recep Tayyip Erdogan would have proposed to Putin a meeting to solve the diplomatic crisis between their two countries arisen after the dejection of Russian jet. Moscow suspends maritime collaboration with Turkish Navy in the naval maneuvers against ISIS. 
November 28th:
Tension grows between Moscow and Ankara: Russian president Vladimir Putin refuses phone calls with the Turkish one in absence of formal excuses by his side. During the UN climate’s summit in Paris, man is working for a meeting between the two leaders. British premier David Cameron declares to be ready to start aerial raids in Syria against ISIS. Berlin adds German Tornados’ support and will also send in Mali 650 solders.  
November 29th:
Tension grows in Place de la République in Paris where activist groups hold a procession in view of XXI UN Climate’s Conference and are faced by police. In the final document’s draft of the UE-Turkey summit held in Brussels, Turkey obtains by the European Union 3 additional funds’ billions in change of an action plan on migratory flows.

November 30th:

At the Climate’s Conference in Paris, American president Barack Obama declares that it is possible to change the future “here and now”. UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon declares that it is needed a significant agreement to remain under two grades of increase in global temperature. A latere of the summit, during a meeting between Obama and Russian president Vladimir Putin, the first one confirms that Bashar al-Assad must leave power in Syria.
December 1st:
American secretary of Defense Ashton Carter, during an audition in front of Defense Commission at the House of Representatives, declares that United States are ready to send special forces in Syria and Iraq against ISIS. 

December 2nd:
During the second day of the meeting of the Foreign Affairs ministers in Brussels, secretary general of NATO Jens Stoltenberg officially invites Montenegro to join NATO, after the negotiation for his access and the following ratification of the 28 member States’ parliaments. Montenegro will become the 29th Country to join NATO, although Moscow many times has shown her contrariety, threatening to react strongly to this event. 
December 3rd:
United Kingdom takes part to the raids in Syria against ISIS, after the challenge to the vote at the House of Commons between David Cameron and Labor leader Jeremy Corbyn, who is opposing to the military action.  
December 4th:
British intelligence advise on potential terrorist attacks in the UK after the first British raids in Syria, when German Bundestag approves with a broad majority the military intervention against ISIS Caliphate. 
December 5th.
American president Barack Obama, after December 2nd San Bernardino’s slaughter in California, during which 14 persons were killed, declares the potential connection with ISIS terrorism, which claims the action on some social networks. In Iraq Haider al-Abad asks to Turkey the immediate withdrawal of 1.200 Turkish soldiers entered in Iraqi region of Mossul to fight against the Caliphate.     
December 6th:
Russia and Iran strengthen their coordination against ISIS in Syria, according to the declarations of Ali-Akbar Velayati, advisor of the Iranian Supreme Guide, ayatollah Ali Khamenei. 
December 7th:

While in France at regional election triumphs the right party Front National leaded by Marine Le Pen, in Venezuela sets down after 17 years the Chavism Epoch, with the victory of MUD (Mesa de unidad democratica), unitary coalition of the opposition leaded by Chou Torrealba.
December 8th:

In the Vatican City is opened the extraordinary jubilee’s Holy Year in Saint Peter’s cathedral, at the presence of the representatives of chiefs of States and Government coming from all over the world and under tight security.
December 9th:
During an audition in front of the Defense Commission of American Congress, American secretary of Defense Ashton Carter declares that United States are officially in war against ISIS.  
December 10th:
In Rome starts the meeting MED 2015- Mediterranean Dialogues with the participation of 30 countries in the attempt to create an action and cooperation agenda in the Mediterranean region.
December 11th:
The delegations of the two Libyan Governments of Tobruk and Tripoli, meeting in Tunis, announce to have reached an entente to sign an agreement for the constitution of a new unity Government proposed by UN special envoy Martin Kobler.   
December 12th:
In Paris 195 Countries and the EU reach an entente on the signature of an agreement on climate which deals that the increase of global temperature will be kept within 1,5 centigrade degrees.
December 13th:
During MED 2015 Conference in Roma, American secretary of State John Kerry declares that the agreement held between Libyan Governments and UN provides the settlement of an Executive of national unity within 40 days from its signature.
December 14th:
The axis USA-Russia is strengthened against ISIS during a meeting in Moscow between John Kerry and Russian Foreign Affair minister Serghiei Lavrov.

December 15th:
Saudi Arabia creates an Islamic military alliance with the goal to fight terrorism, according to Saudi broadcast. 34 Countries are members of this coalition: the Gulf’s States, some African States, Turkey, Egypt, Malaysia and Pakistan. The central HQ will be in Riad.

December 16th:
Human rights’ activists confirm massacre of hundreds of Shiite during Nigerian army’s raid in Zaria, in the North of the country, stronghold of the Islamic Movement of Nigeria. 
December 17th:
In Skhirat, Morocco, is signed an agreement for a Libyan Government of National Unity by the delegations of Tobruk and Tripoli.
December 18th:
UN Security Council adopts with unanimity the draft of a resolution for the political transition in Syria and the fight against ISIS. 

December 19-20th:

In Poland are held several popular demonstrations against the new centre-right Government, which is modifying the composition and the role of Constitutional Court, with a serious damage for the democracy of the country.  

December 21st:

Three kamikaze-children, 10-15 years old, blow themselves up in a checkpoint in Borno, in North-West Nigeria. Government’s authorities suspect on terrorist group of Boko Haram.
December 22nd:

Sabah al Noman, spokesman of Iraqi anti-terrorism governmental forces, declares that is in progress an offensive for the reconquest of Ramadi, held by ISIS since May 2015.
December 23rd:
UN Security Council approves with unanimity a resolution on the political future of Libya, giving legitimacy to the agreement signed on December 17th in Morocco and establishing 30 days for the formation of a Government of National Unity based in Tripoli. 
December 24th: 
American, British and Italian Embassies in Beijing issue a warning on the potential risk of attempts against Western tourists and citizens in the area of Sanlitun, one of the main centers for shopping and nightlife of the Chinese capital.
December 25th: 
Alexander Bortnikov, chief of Russian federal security, announces that Moscow has located the authors of the attempt against Russian aircraft in Egypt, exploded in flight on October 31st. 
December 26th:
Austrian police issues a warning on the potential terrorist attacks in European cities within New Year’s Eve.
December 27th:

British broadcast Bbc declares that Iraqi troops enter in the former governmental complex of Ramadi, tearing it off to ISIS, which was installed there since May 2015.  

December 28-29th:

After the meeting held in Rome between Italian prime minister Matteo Renzi and the Libyan one Fayez al Serraj comes out that new Libya, born thanks to the agreement of December 17th; will be able to count on the support of Italy for country’s stabilization. Renzi says to be ready to restart 2008 Friendship Treaty and hopes in the reopening of the Italian Embassy in Tripoli 
December 30th:
In Hormuz strait some Iranian ships approach to American aircraft carrier Truman and, in a provocative action, explode some rockets in international waters. 
December 31st:

Brussels police arrests a 22 years old Belgian citizen which could be involved in the terrorist attacks of November 13th in Paris. 
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