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July 1st: 
  Hong Kong police fires tear gas in running battles with hundreds of protesters, some of whom have 
stormed the legislature, daubed walls with graffiti, on the anniversary of the city’s 1997 return to 
Chinese rule. 
July 2nd: 
  European Union leaders agree to name France’s Christine Lagarde as the new head of the European 
Central Bank and seal a deal on filling the EU’s other top four jobs after marathon talks that have 
exposed deep divisions in the bloc. 
July 3rd: 
  Iranian President Hassan Rouhani declares Iran will boost its uranium enrichment after July 7th to 
whatever levels it needs beyond the cap set in the landmark 2015 nuclear deal, while calling on 
Washington to rejoin the pact. 
July 4th: 
  British Royal Marines seize a giant Iranian oil tanker in Gibraltar for trying to take oil to Syria in 
violation of EU sanctions, a dramatic step that has drown Tehran’s fury and can escalate its 
confrontation with the West. 
July 5th: 
  An Iranian Revolutionary Guards commander threatens to seize a British ship in retaliation for the 
capture of the Iranian supertanker by Royal Marines in Gibraltar.  
July 6th-7th: 
  Iran announces an increase in uranium enrichment to 5%, a concentration above the limit set by its 
2015 nuclear deal, in a move signaling a deepening challenge to escalating US sanctions pressure. 
July 8th: 
  Iran threatens to restart deactivated centrifuges and ramp up enrichment of uranium to 20% purity in 
a move away from the 2015 nuclear deal, but the head of Iran’s Revolutionary Guards insists Tehran is 
not pursuing nuclear arms. 
July 9th: 
  Hong Kong leader Carrie Lam declares the extradition bill that sparked the Chinese-ruled city’s 
biggest crisis in decades is dead and that government work on the legislation has been a «total failure», 
but critics accuse her of playing with words. 
July 10th: 
  US President Donald Trump warns that US sanctions on Iran will be increased «substantially» soon, as 
the UN nuclear watchdog has held an emergency meeting at Washington's request to weigh Tehran's 
breach of the nuclear deal.  
July 11th: 
  In the Strait of Hormuz three Iranian vessels try to block a British-owned tanker passing through the 
strait that controls the flow of Middle East oil to the world, but back off when confronted by a Royal 
Navy warship. 
July 12th: 
  Iran calls on Britain to immediately release the oil tanker that British Royal Marines have seized on 
suspicion it was breaking European sanctions by taking oil to Syria. 
July 13th-14th: 
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  In Hong Kong protesters clash with police in a town near the boundary with mainland China where 
thousands have rallied against the presence of Chinese traders, seizing on another grievance following 
major unrest over the extradition bill. 
July 15th-16th: 
  German Defense Minister Ursula von der Leyen, who has been nominated as European Commission 
President, declares she wants to build a strategic partnership with Great Britain, whose politicians are 
still arguing about when, how or even if the divorce will take place. 
July 17th: 
  The United States declare that they are removing Turkey from the F-35 fighter jet program, a move 
that has been long threatened and expected after Ankara has begun accepting delivery of the advanced 
Russian missile defense system. 
July 18th: 
  Donald Trump declares that a US Navy ship has «destroyed» an Iranian drone in the Strait of Hormuz 
after the aircraft had threatened the ship, in the latest incident to stir tensions in the Gulf. 
July 19th: 
  Gibraltar is granted the power to detain Iran’s Grace 1 oil tanker for another month, keeping the 
vessel at the center of a big-power quarrel between Iran and the United States and their allies. 
July 20th: 
  Great Britain denounces the Iranian seizure of a British-flagged oil tanker in the Gulf as a «hostile act», 
rejecting Tehran’s explanation that it has seized the vessel because it has been involved in an accident. 
July 21st: 
  Boris Johnson, the favorite to become Britain’s new prime minister, declares the country could leave 
the European Union by agreeing a free trade agreement that would remove the need for one of the 
more problematic parts of the previous deal. 
July 22nd: 
  Iran declares it has captured 17 spies working for the CIA and has sentenced some of them to death, 
an announcement Donald Trump has dismissed as «totally false» amid the escalating international crisis 
over tankers in the Gulf. 
July 23rd: 
  Boris Johnson, the Brexiteer who has promised to lead Britain out of the European Union with or 
without a deal by the end of October, will replace Theresa May as prime minister after winning the 
leadership of the Conservative Party. 
July 24th: 
  Boris Johnson promises in his first speech as prime minister to lead Great Britain out of the European 
Union on October 31st with «no ifs or buts» and warns that if the bloc refuses to negotiate then there 
would be a no-deal Brexit. 
July 25th-26th: 
  North Korean leader Kim Jong Un’s blistering criticism of South Korea as he oversees his latest 
missile launch sparks new questions over the South’s role in mediating a nuclear deal between the 
North and the United States. 
July 27th: 
  In a rural Hong Kong town police fires tear gas and rubber bullets at demonstrators hurling rocks as 
several thousand activists gather to protest an attack by suspected triad gang members at a train station 
occurred on July 20th. 
July 28th: 
  Hong Kong police clashes with thousands of protesters, as they seek to defend China’s main 
representative office from crowds seething over what many see as an increasing cycle of violence 
against them. 
July 29th: 
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  China reiterates its support for Carrie Lam, and its police, and calls on Hong Kong people to oppose 
violence following another weekend of clashes between protesters and police in the city. 
July 30th: 
  North Korea fires two short-range ballistic missiles, only days after it has launched two similar missiles 
intended to pressure South Korea and the United States to stop upcoming military drills. 
July 31st: 
  German Foreign Minister Heiko Maas declares Germany will not participate in a US-led naval mission 
to secure the Strait of Hormuz, close to Iran.  
August 1st: 
  Great Britain rules out exchanging the Iranian tanker detained by Gibraltar for the British-flagged 
tanker seized by Iran in the Gulf. 
August 2nd: 
  The United States formally withdraw from 1987 Intermediate-range Nuclear Forces Treaty (INF), 
negotiated by then-US President Ronald Reagan and Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev, after 
determining that Moscow has been in violation of the treaty, something the Kremlin has 
repeatedly denied. 
August 3rd: 
  Iranian Foreign Minister Mohammad Javad Zarif declares Iran will take another step to reduce its 
compliance with the landmark 2015 nuclear deal. 
August 4th: 
  Hong Kong’s government declares violence and illegal protests are pushing the city to an «extremely 
dangerous edge», as police fires multiple rounds of tear gas to disperse hundreds of anti-government 
protesters and Beijing says it will not let the situation persist. 
August 5th: 
  Police fires tear gas at protesters in multiple parts of Hong Kong after a general strike hit transport 
and the city’s Beijing-backed leader warns its prosperity is at risk. 
August 6th: 
  US national security adviser John Bolton declares Washington is ready to impose sanctions on any 
international company doing business with Venezuelan President Nicolas Maduro, a sharp escalation of 
US pressure on the leftist leader. 
August 7th-8th:  
  The United States raise their travel warning for Hong Kong, urging increased caution by visitors to 
the Chinese territory in the face of what it is described as civil unrest after months of sometimes violent 
street protests. 
August 9th-10th: 
  Hong Kong police fires volleys of tear gas to disperse anti-government protesters, sending tourists 
fleeing weeping in Kowloon, only for demonstrators to regroup and gather elsewhere during another 
tense, hot and restive weekend. 
August 11th: 
  Hong Kong police and protesters clash in cat-and-mouse encounters across the city, marking a shift in 
tactics during a straight weekend of unrest in the former British colony where many are chafing at 
Chinese rule. 
August 12th: 
  Hong Kong’s airport halts flights, blaming demonstrators for the disruption, while China declares the 
anti-government protests that have swept the city over the past two months have begun to show 
«sprouts of terrorism». 
August 13th-14th: 
  China’s Hong Kong Liaison office declares that anti government protesters are no different to 
«terrorists», as Donald Trump says Chinese troops are moving to the border with Hong Kong and 
urges calm. 
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August 15th-16th: 
  North Korea launches at least two short-range ballistic missiles, shortly after Pyongyang has described 
South Korea’s president as «impudent» and has vowed that inter-Korean talks are over. 
August 17th: 
  In Hong Kong thousands of school teachers join an 11th weekend of anti-government protests, as 
shops have pulled down their shutters and have braced for another restive summer night. 
August 18th: 
  The Argentine opposition candidate, Alberto Fernandez, declares that the country will struggle under 
present conditions to repay a loan to the International Monetary Fund and he will seek to renegotiate 
the repayment. 
August 19th: 
  The Iranian tanker at the center of an angry confrontation between Iran and Washington sails for 
Greece after it is freed from detention off Gibraltar, as Tehran says any US move to seize the vessel 
again will have «heavy consequences». 
August 20th: 
  Italy’s prime minister Giuseppe Conte resigns after launching a blistering attack on his own Interior 
Minister, Matteo Salvini, accusing him of sinking the ruling coalition and endangering the economy for 
personal and political gain. 
August 21st: 
  Thousands of Hong Kong residents hold a sometimes scrappy anti-government protest at a suburban 
subway station that was attacked by a mob in July, angry that nobody has yet been prosecuted for 
the violence. 
August 22nd: 
  French President Emmanuel Macron tells Boris Johnson that there is not enough time to wholly 
rewrite Britain’s Brexit divorce deal before October 31st deadline. 
August 23rd-24th: 
  North Korea fires what appear to be two short-range ballistic missiles into the sea off its East coast, 
the latest in a series of launches amid stall denuclearization talks. 
August 25th: 
  In Biarritz at the G7 summit Donald Trump declares he is getting along well with Western allies, 
dismissing reports of rifts among leaders and declaring that they «respect» the trade war between 
Washington and Beijing. 
August 26th-27th: 
  More than 85,000 Venezuelan migrants crossed into Ecuador from Colombia in July, ahead of new 
visa restrictions from Quito that takes effect on August 27th. 
August 28th: 
  Boris Johnson will suspend Britain’s Parliament for more than a month before Brexit, enraging 
opponents and raising the stakes in the country’s most serious political crisis in decades. 
August 29th: 
  Italy’s President asks Giuseppe Conte to head up a coalition of the 5-Star Movement and opposition 
Democratic Party (PD), a move that could improve Italy’s fractious relations with the European Union. 
August 30th: 
  According to the UN atomic energy agency, Iran goes further in breaching its nuclear deal with world 
powers, increasing its stock of enriched uranium and refining it to a greater purity than allowed. 
August 31st: 
  Boris Johnson challenges lawmakers to deliver on the Brexit vote and not thwart his plans to take 
Britain out of the European Union on October 31st. 
September 1st: 



5 

 

  US and Taliban negotiators are close to a deal that would open the way for peace in Afghanistan, as 
the insurgents follow their weekend assault on the strategic center of Kunduz by attacking a second 
Northern city. 
September 2nd: 
  According to an audio recording of remarks she has made to a group of businesspeople, Carrie Lam 
declares she has caused «unforgivable havoc» by igniting the political crisis engulfing Hong Kong. 
September 3rd: 
  British lawmakers trigger a vote that can allow them to stop Boris Johnson pursuing a ‘no-deal’ Brexit, 
a challenge that the government warns will prompt the prime minister to seek an election on October 
14th. 
September 4th: 
  The British Parliament votes to prevent Boris Johnson taking Britain out of the European Union 
without a deal, but he sees an election just weeks before Brexit to free his hands. 
September 5th: 
  Carrie Lam declares that China «understands, respects and supports» her government’s move to 
formally withdraw the extradition bill, part of measures she hopes would help Hong Kong «move 
forward» from months of unrest. 
September 6th: 
  British opposition parties declare that they will block Boris Johnson’s second bid to call an early 
general election in mid-October, setting up a showdown with the government over delaying Brexit. 
September 7th: 
  Work and Pensions Secretary Amber Rudd resigns from the government and the ruling Conservative 
Party in a protest over Boris Johnson’s handling of the country's departure from the European Union. 
September 8th: 
  Samples taken by the UN nuclear watchdog at what Israel’s Prime Minister has called a «secret atomic 
warehouse» in Teheran show traces of uranium that Iran has yet to explain. 
September 9th: 
  Boris Johnson looses influence over Britain’s withdrawal from the European Union when a law comes 
into force demanding he delays Brexit until 2020 unless he can strike a divorce deal at an EU summit to 
be held in October. 
September 10th: 
  Benjamin Netanyahu announces his intention to annex the Jordan Valley, a large swathe of the 
occupied West Bank, if he wins a closely contested election. 
September 11th: 
  The Supreme British Court declares that Boris Johnson’s suspension of the British Parliament is 
unlawful, prompting immediate calls for lawmakers to return to work as the government and 
Parliament battle over the future of Brexit. 
September 12th: 
  Benjamin Netanyahu threatens war in Gaza and then flows to Russia to discuss Israeli freedom of 
action in Syria with Russian President Vladimir Putin as a frenetic election race nears its end. 
September 13th: 
  Hong Kong pro-democracy protesters take to the hills to form flashlight-carrying human chains, using 
the colorful Mid-Autumn Festival as a backdrop to the latest in more than three months of sometimes 
violent demonstrations. 
September 14th: 
  Donald Trump declares he has spoken with Benjamin Netanyahu about a possible mutual defense 
treaty between the two nations, a move that could bolster Netanyahu’s re-election bid just days before 
Israelis go to the polls. 
September 15th-16th: 
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  Boris Johnson is feeling «cautious» as he goes into talks on a Brexit deal with European Commission 
chief Jean-Claude Juncker, as rhetoric from both men over the weekend has suggested their positions 
remain far apart. 
September 17th-18th: 
  An attack on Saudi Arabia that has triggered the biggest jump in oil prices in almost 30 years is carried 
out with Iranian weapons, as Donald Trump declares the United States are «locked and loaded» to 
hit back. 
  After his meeting in Luxemburg with Boris Johnson, Jean-Claude Juncker confirms that «the 
European Union is ready to examine proposals» as long as «Great Britain will do them», as British 
Prime Minister repeats that «he will not ask a delay and that the United Kingdom will leave the EU 
within October 31st».  
September 18th-19th: 
  Benjamin Netanyahu fails to win a ruling majority in the election that produces a virtual tie between 
his right-wing bloc and a center-left grouping that will be led by former military chief Benny Gantz. 
September 20th: 
  Donald Trump welcomes Australia’s Prime Minister Scott Morrison for only the second State visit of 
his administration, signaling the close bond between the two allies as Washington takes on Beijing 
and Tehran. 
September 21st: 
  Hong Kong police fires tear gas to disperse pro-democracy protesters after pro-China groups have 
pulled down some of the ‘Lennon Walls’ of anti-government messages posted in the Chinese-ruled city 
in more than three months of unrest. 
September 22nd: 
  Israel’s Arab-dominated Joint List party moves to back the center-left bloc of Benny Gantz, who is 
challenging Benjamin Netanyahu’s right-wing alliance, to form a new government. 
September 23rd: 
  In La Valletta (Malta) the Interior Ministers from five European Union countries declare they have 
agreed on a new scheme to distribute migrants saved from the Mediterranean in a deal aimed at 
relieving the pressure on Southern EU States. 
September 24th: 
  In his third annual UN appearance, Donald Trump denounces Iran’s «blood lust» and calls on other 
nations to join the United States to pressure Iran after attacks on Saudi oil facilities, but says there is a 
path to peace. 
September 25th: 
  Boris Johnson’s attorney-general declares the British parliament is «dead» in a defiant outburst after 
lawmakers are recalled following a Supreme Court ruling that the Prime Minister’s suspension of the 
assembly is unlawful. 
September 26th: 
  Hassan Rouhani declares that Iran can discuss other issues with the United States providing its 2015 
nuclear deal with six powers is fully implemented,  adding that Tehran’s missile capabilities are 
not negotiable. 
September 27th: 
  The United States send a message to European leaders that are willing to lift all sanctions on Iran, 
according to Hassan Rouhani, who says he has rejected talks with Washington while punitive US 
sanctions remain in place. 
September 28th-29th: 
  Hong Kong police fires water cannon, rubber bullets and tear gas at petrol bomb-throwing protesters 
in some of the most widespread and violent clashes in more than three months of anti-
government unrest. 
September 30th: 



7 

 

  Hong Kong authorities are preparing for a day of chaos on the city’s streets on October 1st, the 70th 
anniversary of the founding of the People’s Republic of China, and metro stations and malls will close 
ahead of protests that they fear could turn violent. 
 


